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The
handbook

This handbook is intended for the fishermen of the long line fleet integrating FIP
BLUES. It is a protocol of best practice when manipulating the gear and the animal
and thus achieving the safe release of shark protected species in ICCAT waters and
thus they cannot legally be caught. Logically, it also applies to specimens of
unprotected shark species that are also released.

It is important to write down the basic data of the
released specimens in the DEA (logbook) indicating
their vital status (alive or dead) and length. The more
and better data provided, the better the stock
assessments for a given species will be. 

In those stressful situations the sharks' organism is more vulnerable to fatal
damage to organs and heads. So every effort should be made not to damage them
and to increase their chance of survival after release.

Release the protected sharks quickly and
unharmed, as far as possible, when they are
brought to the vessel side, ensuring safe
conditions for the crew.

These basic guidelines aim at minimizing the stress and damage
to the animal and, therefore, the post-release mortality; while
always ensuring the safety of the crew

The biological characteristics of some sharks species (low growth rate, late maturation, long gestation, low
fecundity and long life) make them susceptible to overfishing; on the other hand, other species as blue shark
(Prionace glauca), has high abundance and production-renovation rate.

Objective

Sharks management in ICCAT 

Release Data recording

Most of shark catches consist of blue shark (Prionace glauca), a regulated species that is permissible to
catch in North and South Atlantic. A very small percentage consists of shortfin mako (Isurus oxyrinchus),
which currently can only be caught in the South Atlantic.

FIP Blues´ members are committed to the fishery sustainability and the ecosystem approach. Accordingly,
relevant efforts have been made for years to reduce shark mortality, in line with ICCAT recommendations for
the conservation and management of sharks.

Remember!

There are some interactions of protected species with the fishery which must be avoided or minimized. Those
interactions vary depending on the fishing area and the season.



Main species that may interact
with the fishery of binding release



(common name-scientific name-FAO code)

 Bigeye thresher (Alopias superciliosus). BTH Common thresher (Alopias vulpinus). ALV 

Shortfin mako (Isurus oxyrinchus). SMA
-in North Atlantic

Porbeagle (Lamna nasus). POR

 Scalloped hammerhead (Sphyrna lewini). SPL Smooth hammerhead (Sphyrna zygaena). SPZ

 Great hammerhead (Sphyrna mokarran). SPK  Oceanic whitetip shark (Carcharhinus longimanus). OCS

TSilky shark (Carcharhinus falciformis). FAL
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This manual is framed within the Action 4 "Development of mitigation measures and best
practice on board" of FIP BLUES project (https://fipblues.com/), currently under implementation. It
aims to enchance the conservation of "threatened, endangered and protected species" ("ETP"
species) by promoting the responsible fishing practices, which is already under development by
the fleet. Information about these protected species could have changed since the edition of the
manual .It may be updated periodically according to technical advances, new research and
proposals from the sector and other relevant stakeholders. 
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